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ot Boone & Crocket record book In WISCOI‘I-
-.'sin, most bears shot 'weigh 250 to- 350
_ pounds A 450 pound bear is big.
| meat back Schwamer shot this bruin: onthe second
£ I‘( by 355 ’, day of the first bear hunt he ever-attempted.
" Given the/yéars it could take to draw anoth-: -
“er tag, it could be his last bear hunt as well. ,
T 4 “I.am going to be satisfied with that i
sald have " he said. “It’s 'a-once in a lifetime:
He’s fbeen hunting for ‘tost. of that: hfe-
cé he was old-enough to walk in the '.11
+22 rifle'and bring home:small - K

- when‘he drew a bear tag this year, Just four
years' after he began applying. | -
““I'thought it would take a coupIe more
years They say 1t can take up to sev
years
-Schwamer has been retlred for thrce g
years Before that he worked. mechani

SCHWAMER shot
t’ms 588-p0und

folks have in the freezer. . )
“I have:my family to help mie eat it,”
o aSchwamer swho is65. “We're: gomgto be eat- i
.ing it for quite a while.” . . ; ;m:,lg, TICY
The bear weighed 588 pounds when liv-  woods with

5 'mg, when Schwamer fifst saw its nose ‘and

then its head coming out of the brush i in Bay-
.‘ﬁeld County, in far northwest Wisconsin.

It was a huge bear - nof t

i shot in Wisconsin, but big errough in all like-

- hhood to put Schwamer s :name .in the

‘game. Mostly:it’s:been deer’hunting, with
‘gun or bow, but he’s-made, a.few:trips out' '

iggest ever |

west, huntmg antelope and mule deer. - -
Thﬁs year he was in'a’hurry to wrap: up the

bear hunt because he was scheduled to leave -
ifor Ct)lorado to hunt elk He was surpnsed o

i41d

7 bee}.r in the. dense forests of ﬁorth
ern Wlsconsm You can src in am, :
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